Candidate Profiles for the term of July 1, 2006 - June 30, 2007

State Director- Geo. Burdi, D.C. Increased CCA –OCCD membership became extremely important when we fought during changes in Workers’ Comp. Now Personal Injury has come up for evaluation in congress. If we don’t show strength there will be further reductions in allowed treatments. This term will focus on having members refer their colleagues to join CCA. We need numbers and dollars to help patients get the care. Please join me in raising our membership and PAC contributions to provide the ammunition to fight unwarranted insurance cuts.  

Alternate State Director - Bea Heller. D.C. As OCCD President for 5 terms most of our goals set while in office has been met. I am still serving as our Website Creator and Editor. I am also still serving as our PR Chairperson and Immediate Past President. I have served on the OCCD BOD from 1986-1997 as a Local Director. I would like to continue serving at the CCA BOD level. This would allow me to help bring our local needs to the attention of CCA. As Alternate Director, I would attend CCA BOD meetings if Dr. Burdi were unable to do so. I would also like to help CCA by serving on CCA committees. I have additional training and experience in Marketing and PR that I feel would help improve our public image. I would also like to share some of the cost cutting measures I implemented during my terms as President. CCA needs input from us local doctors. I am here to help. Feel free to contact me via the OCCD website www.OCCHIRO.org  

President - Paul Gregory, D.C. Incumbent is a CCA Member and In Practice in Santa Ana for 23 years. Previous experience: Vice president for four terms and Member of the Board of Directors for eleven years. Orange County Chiropractor of the year in 1995. Purpose: To Maintain and implement the Directives from The CCA President and Board in Sacramento. I also hope to be a valuable resource to the Orange County Chiropractic District and Board of Directors.  

1st Vice President- Meetings - Jeff Nowicki, D.C. I have been in practice over 25 years in Anaheim and for several years involved in the Key Doctor program which is responsible for influencing Legislators and protecting practice rights. I also volunteered for positions on both the state and local level of CCA. As a chiropractor for 25 years have seen the Good, the Bad and the Ugly as our image has change in public and political circles. We must stay diligent in our attempts to influence and educate legislators as to whom and what we are each year. With many new faces alliances must be made and maintained or we fill fall victim to an erosion of practice opportunity and coverage that has occurred with Workers’ Comp and managed care. I am proud that CCA has introduced AB 1185 which mandates Chiropractic care for all health plans in California! This is a monumental piece of legislation and should not be taken lightly. It will have both significant financial and political ramifications and look forward to pushing it through the Capitol.  

2nd Vice President – Membership - Kevin Joe, D.C. Been a CCA Member and in practice in Fullerton for 13 years. Previous experience: Local Director for the OCCD since Feb. 2006. I am a Member because of CCA’s influence and leadership in the State of California. I like the vision of CCA, “Chiropractic for Everyone” & “Doctors of Chiropractic as the providers of first choice for wellness and the optimization of health.” I appreciate CCA’s Mission of, “Promoting high standards of professionalism and patient care through education, advocacy, and accountability.” If elected as Membership Chair I would appreciate your viewpoints and hear what it will take for OCCD to serve you in such a way to be an active, passionate, involved, and inspired member. I look forward to the ever growing potential our district has in serving chiropractors and how we as a group collectively can better serve the needs of the citizens in Orange County.  

Treasurer - Greg Bates, D.C. I am volunteering to continue as treasurer for our CCA district. The biggest accomplishment of the past year is getting our books on the computer so that expenditures can be tracked easier. This year, budgeting will be easier also. I look forward to serving you another year.

Secretary - Cliff Tao,.D.C. I have been involved in state and national associations for the past 8 years in varying capacities with a private practice of radiology in Anaheim and a part-time faculty member at SCU/LACC. I believe every chiropractor has the responsibility and duty of supporting and maintaining their profession for the next generation of chiropractors.  Being in one of the largest districts of the CCA, there is great potential for improvement on the state level.  I hope to bring new ideas, a fresh look and renewed enthusiasm to the Board.

Local Director - Sylvia Caldwell, D.C. I am currently a Doctor in the Whittier Health Center at the Los Angeles College of Chiropractic. I graduated from L ACC in 1994. I completed a full-time, three-year Clinical Science Residency program. I am currently taking a Certification Program in Animal Chiropractic. I am an Assistant Professor teaching part-time at Southern California University of Health Sciences (SCUHS) and was formerly a Supervising I am board eligible as a Diplomat of the American Board of Chiropractic Orthopedics, a Qualified Medical Examiner. I have articles published in peer-reviewed professional journals. I have been an OCCD BOD Local Director for three years. I want to take an active role in my future as a practicing chiropractor in California.

Local Director - Stephen Dundas, D.C. I graduated from Palmer-West in 1993 and has been practicing in Fountain Valley for 11 years.  I believe strongly in having a Family practice and am Certified in Webster Technique to help pregnant women and their unborn children from the very beginning.  I served several years in the US Army and CA National Guard, though not as a chiropractor, but as an officer.  Most recently I represented Orange County Chiropractic District, along with Drs. Bea Heller and Jeff Nowicki, at the 2006 Legislative Conference in Sacramento and pleaded our chiropractic case to individual politicians to advance our professions rights to access patients, and their rights to see us. My purpose for being on the board is to protect and safeguard rights to practice our chosen profession as we, the individually licensed chiropractors, see fit.  That includes supporting favorable legislation and legislators as well as opposing anti-chiropractic legislation and anti-chiropractic politicians.  Currently we are supporting Liz Figueroa for Lieutenant Governor, as she is a real friend to chiropractic and needs all the votes of your patients and staff so she can help safeguard chiropractic from the top down. Make no mistake, this is not a substitute for us all as individual chiropractors getting involved because numbers speak much more powerfully than a few individuals, regardless of how dedicated those individuals are.  We need numbers in terms of members, numbers in terms of letters to legislators, and numbers in terms of votes for pro-chiropractic people in power. Nonetheless, individuals are needed to serve on the board. I’m volunteering to be one of them.  Thank you for taking the time to read this and for your participation.

Local Director - Andrea Heermance, D.C. I graduated from the Southern California University of Health Sciences in 2004 and have since been practicing in Fullerton, CA. I look forward to supporting the chiropractic profession through the CCA and doing what I can to make a difference.

